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Margo Rebar
Alabama Chapter of the Sierra Club
4625 Dolly Ridge Road
Vestavia Hills, AL 35243

Dear Ms. Rebar:

Thank you for your May 10, 2013, email letter expressing concerns regarding oil and gas 
leasing on the Talladega National Forest.  With respect to federal oil and gas resources, 
the Forest Service works closely with the United States Department of the Interior 
(USDI)-Bureau of Land Management (BLM) during the leasing process.  The BLM is 
responsible for conducting oil and gas lease sales and issuing leases.  The Forest Service 
authorizes BLM to offer national forest system lands for lease, and the Forest Service 
places conditions on surface occupancy to protect forest resources.    

Your letter requests that the Forest Service withdraw 43,000 acres on the Talladega 
National Forest from potential lease.  These lands were part of a scheduled BLM Eastern 
States Office oil and gas lease sale in June 2012; however they were deleted from that 
sale on June 11, 2012 (see enclosed letter) in a response to a protest of that sale.  These 
lands are not currently included on an oil and gas lease sale.      

The National Forests have an important role in contributing to the nation’s energy 
resources while continuing to sustain the land’s productivity for other uses and its 
capability to support biodiversity goals.  We are committed to ensuring that energy 
development on National Forest System lands is done safely and in an environmentally 
responsible manner. 

I share your concerns and will continue to work with you and other users of the National 
Forests.  Again, thank you for your interest in our National Forests. 

Sincerely,

/s/ William E. Taylor Jr.
WILLIAM E. TAYLOR JR.
Acting Forest Supervisor
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